GEOLOGY

: = : If you were to build a bridge connecting the Eurasian ¢

B rldg I ng TWO Contl nents nent to the North American continent, how large would
bridge be?
The answer: 20 metres.
What in the world am | talking about? The Bridge Bety
The Two Continents, located on the black sand beac
Sandvik, near the town of Hafnir, on the Reykjanes penir
(southwest Iceland).
The lava-scarred Reykjanes peninsula is a geological wo
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where two of the Earth’s tectonic plates split — where
World and the New World engage in a violent game of
var. The small footbridge, which opened last July, was
re as a symbol for the connection between Europe and
\merica.

2 of the newest spots in Iceland, only 750 years old,”
5hann D. Jénsson, tourist officer for the area of
ies. “From 1226 through the 1240s, the area was all on

e of this firestorm can still be seen in the fissures and

along the jagged lines of the Reykjanes Ridge; the area is one
of the most powerful geological regions in all of lceland.

For the many tourists visiting the region, it's like taking a field
trip in geology by means of a bridge (also know as the Leifur
Eiriksson Bridge) that stands as a symbolic link between two
worlds. EW

For more information on the Reykjanes peninsula,
log on to www.reykjanes.is



